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The Shahnameh of Ferdowsi and Iranian Identity
Mahdiyeh Khaje Piri

The deep cultural relationships between the two nations of Iran & India date back
thousands of years. The nations of Iran & India have always had a vast amount of
ethical and spiritual affiliations which are clearly reflected in different forms of arts
and culture, including poetry, music, and various sciences. The depth & significance
of these connections and the dimensions of these relationships are so profound that
even the existing political and social mishaps have not been able to undermine and
damage the cultural links between the people of these great nations.

Based on the historical evidence from Iran & India, these two nations had deep
relationships even before the entry and formation of the Aryan Tribes’ civilization.
In the Post-Islamic Era, the common cultural relationships between Iran & India
became so intimate that many Iranian scholars, artists, and craftsmen emigrated to
India and helped make the civilization of the great India one of the greatest
civilizations in the world at that time. Historic monuments such as the Taj Mahal &
the palaces & mansions of the shared Iranian-Indian civilization such as the Red
Castle, palaces & thousands of examples of art, indicate the depth of the relationship
between these two nations.

One of the greatest and deepest fields of common relations between Iran & India
is language and literature. The Persian (Farsi) language dominated over much of the
Indian land and over the hearts of its people for over seven hundred years. Scholars
wrote books in Persian; poets wrote poems in this language and the letters &
correspondence of the kings were in this language. According to the fact that the
epics and fables of Iran & India were close, the literary and epic connection between
the two nations was reinforced.

Among the many Iranian poets who influenced the literature and culture of the
Indian subcontinent and gained outspoken fame, Hakim Abol-Ghasem Ferdowsi is
at the forefront of the list. The main reason behind this claim is the hundreds of
manuscripts and printed versions of the Shahnameh in India. Reciting the
Shahnameh has been a favorable activity amongst the Iranians & Indians for
centuries and many handwritten versions have been written in various families.
Iranian & Indian artists have made great efforts in way of producing Shahnameh
books. Calligraphers, portraitists and gilders of courts and scientific centers focused
on Shahnameh as a significant epic and hundreds of Shahnameh books have been
written & gilded by Iranian & Indian artists.

Following the work of the artists from these two nations, the International Noor
Microfilm Center has decided to publish a new Shahnameh with authentic gildings
and miniatures. This Shahnameh was completed in the 70" year of the political and
cultural relationships between Iran & India in way of showing the depth of the
bilateral relations between the two nations despite the change of languages.

Along with the writing and illustration of the world's largest handwritten
contemporary Shahnameh featuring 44 miniature illustrations and 388 pages of
different gildings, the International Noor Microfilm Center has made further efforts
in way of reviving the works of great poets such as Haft Awrang of Abd-Al Rahman
Jami and Khamsa of Nizami Ganjavi, as well as the contemporary famous Iranian
artist Mahmoud Farshchian by the hand of Indian painters.
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Appendix 1: Kabuli Mosque, Panipat, built in 935 AH.
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Minor Asia, even in Iran could not think of to construct. Isphan only erect some
buildings envying Samarqand. But no fort or palace of Minor Central Asia or Iran
can compare itself with the buildings of Mughal period of India. Taj Mahal is
beyond the dreams of anyone. Yah, many restaurants came up in the name of Taj
Mabhal in these countries, continuity of the legacy in other forms.

Thanks.
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royal courts of Isphan and Hirat but it is a fact it got prominence in Indian
calligraphy. In Deccan, Panhala was the center. Even first Nastaliq , by Baba Khan
was scribed on the Mehrab of Masjid-e-Jamae of Hyderabad'Apart from prose,
Persian poetry also started appearing in the epigraphs. In the epigraphs, scribed for
the purpose of foundation of building, like forts, gardens etc. or the funeral place,
i.e. mausoleums, date is mentioned in Arabic month and Hijri era, with the addition
of ruling year of the emperor. Onwards, later 17" c. the date was not recorded and
the year is too mentioned in a phrase by scribing a Persian or Arabic phrase known
as Madae-e Tarikh or chronogram. Initially it was began in the poetical collections
in the form of verse, from Masaud Sa’d Salman, a Ghaznavid period poet of 12" c.
Lahore. The numerical value of the letters, in accordance to ABJD was the key to
get the year. The Chronograms were mostly used in the funerary and the inscriptions
are scribed on the tombstone. In the construction of buildings, both private and
public works, foundation plaques were decorated with text. There are some
inscriptions, as stated above too speak of the movement of royal personages,
date/year of the conquering the forts etc. One of such inscription is about the
conquering and taking over the fort of Asir Garh, capital of Khandesh. The fort was
taken over from the last king of Khandesh, Bahadur Shah on 26th Shawwal 1009
AH/160. The beauty of the inscription is, it has chronogram for three years i.e. Hijri,
Iranian and Ilahi calander.” The detail of lineage is given in an inscription fixed at
the bottom of a minaret of Jama Masjid of Asir Garh. It is scribed by Muhammad
Ma’sum Nami about whom a brief detail is given in previous lines.

In the inscriptions, the scribed matter can be seen mostly in two formats:
engraved and embossed. In the first, on the base stone, another colored stone is fixed
in the engraved portion, like in the inscriptions of Taj Mahal. Black color stone in
white marble. The technique is called as Parcheenkari i.e. setting of a piece in other
one. Second type is embossed as can be seen in the inscriptions given here in this
volume from Red fort. These are raised letters. In this case, letters are molded
separately and fixed in the graved space designed beautifully. In this category, some
inscriptions can be also noticed mounded out of the base stone. This was a lengthy
job and required more soft stone to mound the letters. The life of such inscriptions
has been more.

There are some inscriptions having reverse form of writing and fixed at a
platform close to a water reservoir. The text can be read in water reflection only.
Such an inscription is near Golkonda, Hyderabad, from Qutub Shahi dynasty.

In brief, Mughals as a famour proverb of Persian: sj. s 5 dswwe 357\ s 5 olash

Or in English as it is said, Every new king makes a new castle. Mughals inscribed
their presence in the Indian Subcontinent in their buildings. Babur who was haunted
away from his home land of Andijan and Samarqand where he or his successors
could never reach back again even to offer Fatiha on the grave of their headman of
legacy i.e. Amir Timur, started constructing mosques and other buildings. His
successors as briefly described above erected buildings with such a grandeur, for the
availability of human and economic resources which their other counterparts in

1. Ghilich Khani, Op.cit., P.17.

2. Rahim, S.A. 'Some more Inscriptions from Khandesh' Epigraphia Indica (Arabic & Persian
Supplement, 1962, Archaeological Survey of India. New Delhi,Reprint 1987; See also for detail and
picture of the inscription, RECORD OF MUGHAL EMPEROR AKBAR'S CONQUEST OF ASIRGARH
FORT IN SHAHI JAMA MASJID OF BURHANPUR, Saiyed Anwar Abbas, Academia.com.
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who was the assigned the affairs to bring rebellious prince Khusrau Mirza back to
the royal court and later after his death construction of the tombs of the ill-fated
prince and his mother (1012 AH/1614 AD as per the inscription) was given the title
of Mushkin Qalam. His son Mir Muhammad Salih Kashfi also was a renowned
calligrapher and engraver. Or Ubaidullah Shririn Ragam and Mir Jalauddin Murassa
Ragam. There is a long list of them. In many cases names of the calligrapher is
engraved on the inscriptions while many do not have. Many of these were renowned
Persian poets too as the poetic talent allowed them to compose beautiful language
for the inscriptions. Abur Rashid Dailami, a master calligrapher, was calligraphy
teacher in the royal apartments at Agra. Dara Shukoh too learnt calligraphy from
him. Abdur Rashid Dailami escaped to Agra in Shah Jahan’s period as his master
and uncle Mir Ammad, renowned master calligrapher was killed on the order of
Shah Abbas. Dailmi continued the calligraphic school of Mir Ammad at Agra'.

All the calligraphic work on the inscriptions of Taj Mahal was supervised by
Abdul Haqq Amanat Khan Shirazi. He along with his brother Afzal Khan who later
became prime minister of Shah Jahan and a renowned Insha’ writer, came from
Shiraz in 1613 AD. This was the time when mausoleum of Akbar was under
construction. Abdul Haqq was chosen for calligraphic designing. Shah Jahan
assigned him the task of selection of Aayat from holy Quran to be inscribed on the
various sections of Taj Mahal. His name can be read in his de51gned calligraphy
inside the great domed hall of the Taj, completed in 1048/1638, 12" regnal year of
Shah Jahan®. He also got constructed a Caravanserai, near Amrltsar on the road to
Wagha border. He died too there. His grave is in the aforesaid Caravanserai. For
some time, he was the librarian of the royal library too where under his supervision
many manuscripts were also made in excellent hand. The calligrapher for Jama
Masjd was Nurullah Ahmad. Inscription from Jama Masjid, Delhi, depicting his
name is in the inscriptions reproduced in this volume. He was the youngest son of
Ustad Ahmad Mimar, titled as Nadirul ‘Asr, the renowned architech of Taj Mahal
and other Mughal buildings had migrated from Hirat’. There are some Persian
manuscripts scribed by him too. The building of the Serai still stands a witness to the
skillful art of the said calligrapher. Shaida, Muneer Lahori, Shaikh

Perso-Arabic script employed mostly in the eplgraEhs are Kufi, Naskh, Suls,and
Nastaligq. Kufi script too went into extinction by 14™ ¢. Very rare specimen are
available from Mughal period. Naskh and Suls were mainly used for scribing
Quranic passages. Nastaliq, an innovation of Iranians, and encouragement of its
usage by Iranian Timurids’s Hirat court, made it more popular both on paper and
other surfaces like stone and metals. Among the newly constructed buildings in the
said era, number of mosques and mausoleums was more, Arabic for inscribing
Quranic passages continued to be scribed in Naskh and Suls. In other buildings,
sovereign or the building for public welfare, like Hammams, gardens, caravanserai,
bridges, water reservoirs, step wells all were decorated with Persian inscriptions.
Nastaliq in large size remained exclusive font for scribing the text. Mughal period,
Persian dominated in the epigraphs. Nastaliq may have emerged first time form the

1. For more detail see, Z. Desai, Indo-Islamic Calligraphy, EIM, 1965; Ghilchkhani, H.R., Contribution
of Hindu scribes to Persian Language and Literature, 1395AH, Tehran.

2. Begley, W.E., Amanat Khan Shirazi, Encyclopaedia Iranica, 1/9. Pp. 923-924 see also online:
www.iranicaonline,org/articles/amanat-khan-shirazi-abd-al-haqq.

3. Nazir Ahmad, Ahmad Mimar, The Encycolpaedia of Persian Language and Literature in Sub-
Continent, Iranian Academy of Persian Language and Literature, Tehran, Vol.I, Pp. 319-20.
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be found in Persian sources of the contemporary period. Names of the composer of
the inscriptions and engravers too.' or many recorded in the sources like Sairul
Manazil, Asarus Sanadid, Zafar Hasan’s three volume book on Delhi. There are still
hand written known as manuscripts on the inscriptions which have not published
yet. One such sources is in Royal Asiatic Library, London, Imarat-e-Dehli, scribed
by Sultan Singh, in 1830 AD, 17 years before Sir Syed Ahmad’s famous work
Asarus Sanadid, pioneer work on Delhi’s buildings. It was found by the writer of
these lines. The book seems to be an apt calligrapher who copied every inscription.
It has even the inscription of many buildings of Mughal period, like Masjid of
Begum Akbarabadi which was razed to ground by Britishers on being a center of
Islamic radicalization in 1857 AD. The inscriptions are well recorded in the said
work. Interestingly, the inscription of the said mosque is intact today in a mosque of
Aligarh. In the various other secondary sources, too these inscriptions are discussed
at length.

Style, language and artistic characteristics:

Calligraphers and their style Perso-Arabic inscriptions from Mughal period,
especially up to early 18" c. reflect remarkable interest of royal personages. The
engravers and calligraphers of excellence were assigned the task of inscriptions.
Most famous calligrapher and scriber of inscriptions during the period of Akbar was
Muhammad Ma’sum Nami. In the said inscription, his grand father’s name, Sayyed
Safai hailed from Termiz is also mentioned. The said fort, as per the inscription was
taken over from the last king of Khandesh, Bahadur Shah on 26" Shawwal 1009
AH/160. The detail of lineage is given in an inscription fixed at the bottom of a
minaret of Jama Masjid of Asir Garh. Mir Muhammad Masoom is known to be
responsible for inscribing royal inscriptions and getting them engraved in excellent
Jali khat (bold style) of Nastaliq on buildings that are mostly related to Emperor
Akbar's visit and have been built there at his instance. Apart from him other
calligraphers of eminence were Dervesh Muhammad Ramzi, Bayzid Katibul Mulke
Dauri, Musafa bin Nur Muhammad Khattat, Habib ul Murshadiush Shirazi, Abu
Talib bin Qasim Husaini Zarrin Qalam, Husain bin Ahmad Chishti, Muhammad
Husain Kashmir etc.

After conquering Gujrat Akbar built a victory gate known as Buland Darwaza, a
south entrance to the great mosque of Fatehpur Sikri. The gate has beautiful
inscription in carved relief work on sandstone. The calligraphy is in Suls script and
the calligrapher mentioned his name on the right jamb of the gate as ‘Husain bin
Ahmad al Chishti’. The calligrapher’s signature is at the beginning of script on a
separate panel in contrast to the other works where the signature is marked on the
last panel. The inscription is from the Surah Az-Zumar(Surah-39). The calligraphy
starts from the right vertical panel and with the continuity of the text to the
horizontal top band and to vertical left band.

Muhammad Husain Kashmiri who was trained at Hirat in Calligraphy. He had
many Iranian competitor too. Though he was not an Iranian but got all appreciation
and attention of Jahangir. They were honored with elite titles like Mir Abdullah who
was the head calligrapher for Khusrau Bagh funerary complex. In fact, Mir Abdullah

1. See some texts of the buildings of Red fort, Jama Masjid, Delhi, Red fort and Jama Masjid, Agra,
Masjid at Kabul in Majam’ul Afkar, by an anonymous compiler, 18th c. book, ed. Prof. Chander Shekhar,
National Mission for Manuscripts, two vols. New Delhi, Pp.1248-1270 (Vol.II).
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Babur died in Agra on 5th Jumadi ul Ula 937 AH/26th Dec.1530. For some time,
his corpse remains in a temporary grave at Nurafshan Garden (now Ram Bagh
Palace) in Agra. His body, as per his will, was shifted to Kabul, place known today
as Bagh-e-Babur, after 12 years. First ever complete report in early modern times,
Mr. L Bogdanov, a French orientalist, stationed at Kabul in 1922-25 AD, wrote a
comprehensive note published in EIM, 1923-24 AD. I visited this Bagh too in 2003
AD much before its renovation by Agha Khan Foundation. But the inscription on the
Stele (grave stone) on the grave lying in a small room like place without any roof.
The tomb was visited by Jahangir too and got installed an inscription in 1016 AH
putting on record his visit to Babur.

Apart from all these changes, there have been many inscriptions in the fort and
the city of Agra from the time of Mughals. These inscriptions are the witness to
many changes-from style of calligraphy to the stones and scribes of the inscriptions.

Inscriptions are fixed on various buildings and places to project purpose of the
building or place, the patron, the builder, the place, time & date-with month or even
date and after year in the form of a chronogram if not in numerical. Major building
on which Baburid or Mughal inscription are or were fixed are mentioned. But there
is another type too. It was the meeting point of two royal personages. In literature,
we read narrative poem or Masnawi Qiranus Sada’in of Amir Khusrau. The said
narrative poem highlights the meeting of Qaiqubad and Bughra Khan, son and
father, or grandson and son of Sultan Balban at Saryo river near Ayodhya in 1286
AD. But there is no mention of any inscription. But from Babur Nama and Ain-e
Akbari and later Mughal Persian sources we have information that the inscriptions
were carved on stone slabs, known as Takht, like Takht-e Baburi® or Takht-e Akbari
at Kalanor where he first ascended throne after death of Humayoun in Delhi,
meeting places. Similarly, some inscription mentions halting station of Mughal
emperors, elite grandees or elite nobles.

Present volume presents a variety of inscriptions intact even today in the major
buildings of Agra and Delhi of Mughal period. A large number of inscriptions are
available even today in the museum of Red Fort, Delhi, museum of Archeology at
Old Fort, New Delhi. However, as said above, a large number of buildings or
portions of existing buildings which became monuments saw much damage.
Consequently inscriptions too got lost or disappeared. Stones of one building found
place in other so the inscription too got new matter on the reverse side. Recently,
during Agha Khan project in Hazarat Nizamuddin Aulia, New Delhi, a beautiful
white marble slab was found. It had an inscription form late 18" ¢. Reverse side had
thick plaster. When the plaster was removed, it was observed that there is an
inscription from Jahangir’s time. It is fortunate that many Persian sources contain
texts of the inscriptions. Gardens and major buildings of Red fort, Delhi had
beautifully calligraphic inscription but now very few remained intact. But these can

1. Ibid.
2. Haj Sayyed Jawadi, Miras-e Jawidan, Sang Nabishteha o katibehai farsi, Iran Cultrue House,
Islamabad, P.303. It has the verse: <. s,bss e S 58 e b Sl i 65 e s sl s D0 5
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which still stands as monuments, are the witness to his said zeal.

First Inscription from Babur’s time in India, on a mosque in Panipat, constructed
mosque in 935 AH (1528-29 AD) after defeating Ibrahlm Lodhi (See Appendix 1).
The mosque is now known as Kabuli Bagh Mosque'. There are three inscriptions
speak the time of the construction of the said mosque. Another inscription found at
the same place depicts on the emperor’s name i.e. Zahiruddin Babur-only. The main
inscription states the construction work of the mosque, a well and adjacent garden-
with char bagh pattern- stated in 934 AD was completed in 935 AH (1528-29 AD).
The text of the inscriptions begins as below:
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The second inscription on the mosque is on the Central arch which is damaged
badly and the inscription too saw much damage. However, as Maualvi Ashraf
Husain copied the text saying in translation, “ The foundation of the mosque of His
Majesty, the pole-star of the sky of Zahiruddin Muhammad Babur Badshah-e Ghazi
may Allaha perpetuate his kingdom and suzerainty and his exalted command”.
Another inscription is from Masjid-e Khurd, now known as Jame Masjid of Rohtak,
a city about 70 kms from Delhi towards Hansi, the main route in medieval times. It
is interesting that no inscription is found from Babur’s period in Hansi or Hissar,
both the cities which were on way to Delhi and Agra. Even Hissar was bestowed as
Jagir (crown land) to Humayoun by Babur and the same tradition of gifting Hansi as
Jagir to every Mughal crown prince continued upto 18" c.

At Sikri (a suburb of Agra. Fatehpur Sikri was named in the time of Akbar, as a
memorable for the victory of Babur on Rana Sanga at Khanwa in 1527 AD), he built
a mosque, a house and the well (Baoli). An inscription from the well is quoted by
Maulavi Ashraf Husain dated 933 AH/1526-27 AD. It is stated that the said house
was used by Babur for writing his Tuzuk also. As per the detail in Babur
Nama*Mulla Qasim, stone cutter Ustad Shah Muhammad, Mirak, Mir Ghiyas, Mir
Sangtarash and Shah Baba were the people appointed by him to construct buildings
at Agra and Dhaulpur.* With passage of time, most of the buildings don’t exist now.
Inscriptions of these buildings are also in a very damaged state. One other
inscription from the time of Babur stands in a mosque in Sambhal, a township near
Moradabad. The mosque was built by a trusted commander of Babur namely,
Jalauddin Hindu Beg, Quchin in Rabi ul Awwal I, 932 AH (1526 AD) as the last
hemistich of the inscription states. The language of inscription is Persian and scribed
in Naskh style. The inscription also mentions that on the orders of Babur, Hindu Beg
got constructed the mosque and chronogram is derived from the letters of last
hemistich:
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1. Pictures of this mosque alongwith the inscriptions is given at the end of this paper.

2. Maulavi M. Ashraf Husain, Inscriptions of Emperor Babur, EPIM, 1965, Pp. 54. For architectural
detail and present status, also see, Parihar, S., Mughal Monuments in the Punjab and Haryana, Inter-India
Publications, New Delhi, 1985.

3. Babur Nama,(English transl,( Beveridge, Pp.581-588, 616, 642.

4. Maulavi M. Ashraf, op.cite, p. 49.
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Qutbuddin Aibek (1206-1211 AD), first in Lahore and then Delhi, many buildings-
temples and conquered forts, which ever fall on the way of the conquerors, were
converted into Mosques and palaces as per the requirement of new rulers. These new
buildings were decorated with new insignias as well as inscriptions. For instance,
Qila of Rai Pithora, late known as Qutb Minar complex, Qubbatul Masjid, was
constructed on the debris of temples as many stone slabs still show the carved deities
motifs. This had been a practice in earlier times everywhere.

In compare to the rulers of Sultanate period (1198-1526 AD) Zahiruddin Babur
and his successors nurtured a totallya new cohesive socio-culture order which was
later entitled as Secular culture too. Innumerable primary and secondary sources
described it in different forms. During the course of his voyage in India —from the
time of his entry in India till his last sojourn, Babur got constructed number of
buildings in various cities and places. Majority of these buildings, erected under his
direction by his nobility, was also adorned with epigraphs mentioning the using
purpose of the building, name of the emperor and noble, year of construction with
invocation. Many of these inscriptions may have disappeared with the passage of
time while some still stand as witness to his aesthetic designs in architectural
structures. Many were recorded before their disappearance by scholars in the books
as well as by epigraphists in last century and published in different sources. Study of
Perso-Arabic inscription on Indian buildings started by Henry Blochmann (d.1878
AD) and later Paul Horn. With the foundation of Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) in 1861 AD, by Alexander Cunningham, later a separate entity for
epigraphically study was also established. Many scholars-both Britishers and
European orientalists published research papers on various facets of inscription in
the journals like Journal of Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta, Bombay
Asiatic Society, Mumbai, Madras Asiatic Society, Chennai and Royal Asiatic
Society of the Great Britain and Ireland, London. Later on, journals of ASI
Epigraphia Indo-Muslemica, a journal on Inscriptions from early medieval period
project a huge number of inscriptions prior to Babur and his successor’s reign till
mid19th c. I list of major inscriptions of Muslim period, traced till that time from
various cities, was published in 1909-10 volume of the said Epigraphia.

It may be mentioned that men of wisdom and knowledge from Uzbekistan
arrived in Hindostan much before Babur. Riyazul Insha and Manazirul Insha, of
Khwaja Imaduddin Mahmood Gawan, Sadar-e-Jahan, famous prime minister
Bahmanids (1347-1527 AD) depict his proximity to nobility and intellectuals of
Bukhara and Samarqand much before Babur. Similarly, in Hansi, (an ancient city,
on enroute to Delhi from Lahore in medieval times) a mosque known as Masjid-e
Bu Ali Bakhsh, has an inscription:

HW}JM‘;QU?Y\@JM‘J@W‘MJJ&‘W‘JAJ]M‘;)LA.D‘M

i.e. This the mosque built by the feeble slave Ahmad ibn Muhammad Usmandi in
the middle of the month Rabiul Aakhir 623 AH (April 1226 AD), during the time of
Sultan Nasiruddin of Slave dynasty. In those days, Hansi was an important seat of
Chishtiyas. Asmand, is said to be township near Samargand.'

Babur Nama and other contemporary Persian sources, A’ in e Akbari of Abul
Fazl’ regal the innovation of Babur in the field of building —tombs, mosques,
especially gardens- at Kabul, Qandhar, Ghazna and India. These buildings, few of

1. EIM, 1911-12. P.22 Plate XIX.
2. Vol.I, Calcutta, 1872, P.100.
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S1m1larly, buildings at Delhi, especially Red Fort was center of mass vandalism
from mid 18" c. when Persian ruler Nadir Shah arrived in 1737 AD. Takht-e-Taus
(Peacock throne) and precious Kohinoor and hoards of precious stones were taken
away by Nadir Shah as brazen looter and plunderer of Mughal heritage. Following
him, Ahmad Shah Abdali, Rohillas, Marathas, Jats also vandalized Red fort. From
archival records of the time of Shah Alam II, a document depicts that even the
princes were in habit of chiseling out fine marble pieces and precious stones from
the main building of Red fort to sell for gaining petty amounts. In 1811 AD, East
India company shifted their capital from Calcutta to Delhi and in 1857 AD, after
dethroning Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last Baburid emperor, took over Red Fort. They
converted beautiful buildings, like Khas Mahal, once Shah Jahan constructed for
Mumtaz Mabhal (though it is the pity of destiny both could — Shah Jahan and
Mumtaz Mahal- not live in Red Fort) into military barrack and then into museum in
1905 AD. Recently, the said building is restored by Indian Governement. However,
the complete detail on the buildings, their designing, decoration with their full glory,
including the gardens including the inscriptions are available in Persian sources, like
Padshah Nama of Abdul Hamid Lahori and Amle-Saleh of Muhammad Saleh
Kanboh. Fortunately, Jama Masjid of Delhi is well intact till today. From the time of
Shah Jahan, Imam of the grand mosque, a family of Bukhara is continuing to
perform the duty of Imamat in the said mosque.

In all above stated edifices and others, Indo-Islamic architectural designs are the
signs of good governance of Mughals as they incorporated many features not only
for the strengthen of the building but also to allow indigenous architectural art to
continue its presence and also people of India to have the feeling of possessiveness.

A Brief Survey of Inscription of Mughal Buildings, Especially Agra and Delhi:
Stone work- temple construction out of hillocks and hospices and dwellings
construction with in the mountains or sculptures of Hindu deities, Buddha statues,
decoration in gardens, road construction and edict engraving on stones are part of
Indian culture since ancient times. As per the statement of Babur himself, the stone
cutter masons were part of mosque erected by Amir Timur. Epigraphs scribed in
Kharoshthi, Brahami, Pali, Sanskrit, Tamil scribed in pre-Islamic period are the
illuminated evidences of the skillful art of Indians. For scribing on stone an skilled
artist may not knowning the language but through his apt designing skill he will
chisel out letters of any language on stone. No doubt there may be spelling error or
some faults in scribing of letters. The inherent tendency of ornamentation in visual
mural art can be seen in the Ajanta and Ellora. The iron-pens which used to give
shapes to beautiful eyes and eyelids of human bodies on stone, same penmanship,
with the change of designing of motifs shaped into shaping the letters beautifully as
the curly hairs of a beloved. Certain Perso-Arabic letters, like Alif, re, fe, Gaf,
Lam,Mim, Noon or mostly have loops or elongated stems to look like a vine tweak
or bow and arrow device or a hooded serpent or having dots which are not part of
any letter in the text which are merely decorated brick like dots all these artistic
characteristics were part of a skilled calligraphy artist.

Evidences of Perso-Arabic Inscriptions in India dates back to 11-12" ¢. Gujarat
and Sindh (now in Pakistan). Kufic Inscrlptlons 11-12" c., on the Islamic buildings
of Bhadeswar-Gujarat-are best examples'. With the establlshment of Muslim rule by

1. Desai, Z.A. Kufi Epitephs from Bhadeswar-Gujarat, Epigraphia Indo-Muslemica (EPIM), 1965, pp. 1-8.
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Abul Fazl, a court historian of Akbar, records that 5000 buildings were built here
beautifully in Bengali and Gujarati style. Most of these buildings have now
disappeared. Shah Jahan himself demolished some of these in order to make room
for his white marble palaces. Later, the British destroyed most of the buildings for
raising barracks. Hardly 30 Mughal buildings have survived on the southeastern
side. Of these, the Delhi-Gate, Akbari-Gate and ‘Bengali-Mahal’, are representative
of buildings raised during the reign of Akbar.

Jahangir mostly resided at Lahore and in Kashmir, though he visited Agra
regularly and lived in the fort. Shah Jahan, a great builder, raised white marble
palaces here. He also built three white marble mosques in it: Moti-Masjid, Nagina-
Masjid and Mina-Masjid.

Aurangzeb imprisoned Shah Jahan, his own father, in the fort for 8 years until he
died in 1666 AD and was buried in the Taj Mahal. The barbicans around the two
gates and on the riverside were built by Aurangzeb to strengthen its defenses.

Though Shah Jahan had formally transferred his capital to Delhi, in 1638 AD, he
continued to live here. But after his death, Agra lost its grandeur. Aurangzeb
remained busy in the regional conflicts and wars. Yet, time and again, he lived here
and held the durbar. Shivaji came to Agra in 1666 AD and met Aurangzeb in the
Diwan-i-Khas. Aurangzeb died in 1707 AD and 18th century history of Agra Fort is
a saga of sieges and plunder during which it was held by the Jats and the Marathas
and the stones have been much vandalized in the history of the Taj. Archival
documents, preserved in Royal Asiatic Society, London, from the period of Shah
Alam II, reveal that it had become fashion for royal house people in Red Fort at
Delhi, Agra and Taj Mahal to chisel out the exquisite type of white marble from the
stair cases of the inner aprtments or main hall’s sides and to sell these at a higher
price to earn easily handsome amount. Even mighty of East India Company’s
Britons at Agra were not leaving a single chance to amass every precious stone as no
one could dare to stop them were much ahead in the Loot.

In 1761 AD, Agra fort was overtaken by Jat ruler Maharaj Suraj Mal(1707-1763
AD), he and his predecessors ruled from there till 1774 AD. Surajmal, who
constructed Deeg fort, near Mathura, prior to taking over Agra, shifted swing of Nur
Jahan there. It is still decorating the museum of the said fort. They even constructed
some buildings inside the fort. In 19th c. even Britishers made many changes in the
fort by erecting military barracks. Even, a gate known as Ghazni gate, presumed
falsly to be a gate of Somnath temple was brought from Ghazni by General Natt on
the order of Lord Ellenborough, then the Governor General of India (1842-1844
AD).

At the end of the nineteenth century, Lord Curzon wrote with sarcasm30 that “it
was not an uncommon thing for the (British) revelers to arm themselves with
hammer and chisel, with which they whiled away the afternoon by chipping out
fragments of agate and carnelian from the cenotaphs of the Emperor and his
lamented Queen.” Voysey31 investigated the stones and identified lapis lazuli or
lajward (blue), chalcedonic quartzes such as jasper (reddish), heliotrope or
bloodstone (dark green spotted with red), agate (brownish red), chalcedony,
carnelian or ‘aqiq (brownish red), sard (brown cornelian), plasma (a slightly
translucent variety of quartz, either green, grey or blue), chlorite (green), jade
(nephrite or jadeite), clay slate, yellow and striped marble, and yellow and a variety
of limestone. These stones are available in the Indian subcontinent and its finally the
British captured it from the latter in 1803 AD.
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color. This theme has been used in some parts of the Taj complex. This basic idea
has been in use over a long period of time in the subcontinent, since the region
abounded in attractive stones. The highly specialized form was inlay of hard or
semi-precious stones into marble. It involved the inlaying of many stones and not
just one single stone. This kind of work was known in Europe as pietra dura, which
is short for commessodi pietre dure (composition of hard stones) 43. 'Whether this
technique was originally Indian or European can be debated, as usually Western
scholars do not want to attribute any craft or art of merit (and also science and
engineering) as originating from India (and of course focus primarily on the
Eurocentric origin of all knowledge), but there is no denying the fact that this craft
found its most beautiful expression in the Indian subcontinent.

The Taj is an engineering achievement of stupendous magnitude according Lall
said. The skillful use of (red) sandstone and (white) marble reached its peak in the
construction of the Taj complex. The hierarchy of each building in the complex is
indicated by the amount of marble used. For example, the Taj Mahal mausoleum is
the only building in the entire complex that is faced with white marble. The other
architectural structures in the complex are faced with red sandstone, with some
special designs or special features (like domes) in these subsidiary structures
highlighted by marble.The colour of sandstone used in the Taj Mahal complex is
soft reddish to yellowish. The sandstone came from quarries nearby, in the region of
Fatehpur Sikri. The sandstone was worked with great skill by the Indian stone
cutters. Such was the fame of the Indian artists in stone that Akbar’s historian Abu’l
Fazl acknowledged by stating that that “clever workmen chisel it more skillfully
than any turner could do with wood” Mughal architecture began to decline after the
death of the emperor Aurangzeb in 1707 Agra Fort, a world heritage sight. It is
stated in the narrative of Kalim Kashnai.

As stated above, prior to Babur, the fort was known as Badalgarh where
Sikander Lodhi shifted his capital from Delhi in 1487 AD. Lodhi dynasty rulers
continued till Babur took over it as he sent his son Humayun to Agra. Humayun
seized the fort and obtained a huge treasure including world famous ‘Koh-i-noor’
diamond. Later Babur arrived there and found the scarcity of water for his gardens.
To meet the desired demand of water, he built a baoli (step-wall) here. An
inscription (referred in the following pages) was found here.

Humayun ascended the throne here in 1530 AD and his savior, Nazam Saqqa, a
water-carrier, too as a ruler for half-a-day. After Humayun’s defeat at Bilgram in
1540 AD, Sher Shah of the Sur dynasty occupied Agra fort and garrisoned it.

Akbar arrived in Agra in 1558 AD. He ordered to renovate the fort with red
sandstone. Some 4000 builders daily worked on it and it was completed in 8 years
(1565-1573 AD).

The fort, semi-circular on plan, is surrounded by a 21.4 m high fortification wall.
Double ramparts have been provided here with broad massive circular bastions at
regular intervals. There are four gates on its four sides, one of the gates was called
“khizri-gate” (the water gate) which opens to the river front, where ghats (quays)
were provided .The fort has survived through the onslaught of time, nature and men.
The fort spreads over an area of about 94 acres of land. At present, there exist more
than two dozens of monuments in the Fort.

1. Balasubramaniam,R., new Insights of Artisans of Taj, Indian Journal of History of Science, INSA,
New Delhi, 2009, 44.4, Pp. 521-550.
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On the Gambhir water (river)...we dismounted a karoh of west of D(h)ulpur...
This place is the end of a beaked hill, its beak being solid red building stone
(‘imarat-tash). I had ordered the beak of the hill cut down to the ground level and
that if there remained a sufficient height, a house was to be cut out in it, if not, it was
to be leveled and a tank (hauz) cut out on its top. As it was not found high enough
for a house, Ustad Shah Muhammad, the stone cutter, was ordered to level it and cut
out an octagonal, roofed tank. ...on the east of this lake is a garden, I ordered a seat
and four pillared platform to be cut out in the sold rock and that same side and a
mosque build on the western one.

Many temples in South India, including Ajanta and Ellora, which are the abode
of Buddhist and Hindu icons are carved out of hills without adding material form
outside depicts how skilled artisans Hindostan possesses. Same artisans worked for
Baburid buildings which still stand with all their might and glory. Inscriptions speak
only about the emperors or the builders never ever about the artisans who build
those.

From his statement, it is evident that there were enough human resource to cut
down the hill and carving out a set of buildings out of the same red stone.

Though Persian narrative poem of Kalim Kashani states that Babur had a plan to
construct a fort at Agra. Even the site is today described, a little before the present
site of the fort, opposite Taj Mahal on the other side of Yamuna river. But due to his
engagement in battles and consecutive forced escape to Iran, his plan could not be
materialized. It was Emperor Akbar (1556-1605 AD)’s period when Mughal
architecture first developed and flourished. Large scale usage of red stone, as a
pietra dura, was employed in building construction in his time. It was his time when
the first mausoleum of grandeur-projecting building was constructed as Humayun’s
tomb. Red and white stone is used in exclusive style in the said building. Again the
building was chosen at the bank of river Yamuna and also close to Sufic abode of
Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia who too had lineage to Bukhara.

Architecture reached its peak in refinement and attention to detail under Shah
Jahan (1628-1658 AD), who commissioned the famous Taj Mahal, a white marble
mausoleum dedicated to his wife Mumtaz Mahal. Imagine, what a large number of
masons, artisans, stone cutters and variety of labor would have worked at Agra fort
when work continued for eight years or twently years to construct Taj Mahal or 9
years to construct Red fort, Delhi and and twelve years for Jama Masjid , Delhi. It is
imminent to mention that every minute detail on the construction of the major
buildings-fort, mosques, mausoleums, gardens, caravanserais etc- were well
recorded in contemporary sources and even recorded on the inscriptions, like an
inscription given here in this volume on the construction cost and the period taken to
construct Red Fort and in other Jama Masjid of Delhi. Every stage of the
construction was supervised by the emperor himself.

Magnum opus or a tremendously rich work by Ebba Koch on Taj Mahal throws
light on various aspects, ranging from construction work to aesthetic and the artistic
designing.

One of the innovative styles of interspersing of different colored stones glaringly
visible especially on the didoes of Taj Mahal is art work of projecting colorful
beautiful plants and calligraphy on the fagade and niches. Simple stone inlay work
involved the inlay of one stone of certain shape into a hollow in the stone of another

1. Babur Nama, English Transl., P. 606.
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Prior to Mughals, majority of the masons, especially for domes, indigenous
techniques were in usage. Mughals, under the guidance of their own architects, like
Ustad Mimar and other Muhanddis, changed the construction pattern.

“Most of Mughal buildings at Agra during the reign of Akbar were constructed
with flat lintel and ceilings, yet arch was the fundamental architectural feature of
Islamic architecture and frequently observed in Mughal architecture at Agra and
Fatehpur Sikri. An arch is the structural element which spans a space and supports
structure and weight below it. A space between two walls or piers spans a space at
lintel level. The centre of hemisphere space was made by framework of timber and
bamboo and temporarily the space between silhouette of arch and lintel was filled
with layer of bricks. The voussoirs were laid on it until the arch is completed and
self-supporting. Major three types of domes appeared in the Mughal architecture but
various types of dome were developed in different period in different parts of the
world. The earliest construction was ribbed dome which was originally associated
from Buddhist architecture in India. Most of Indian temples had corbelled dome
with square ground plan in pyramid form often reduced to an octagonal shape by
architraves set diagonally across the corner and the circular course rested over the
octagonal base. The Indian architectural tradition did not include arches but flat
corbels were used to transition from the corners of the room to the dome, rather than
squinches. The pre Muslim roofs were constructed with ribbed dome prepared by a
framework of bamboo canes tied together at the vertex. A dome was constructed by
a framework which silhouette took on the shape of circular arch. The domes were
prior construction of Hindus and there were two methods of construction, ribbed
dome and corbelled dome. But after advent of Islam in India, a dome constructed in
addition to the straight architrave, there is appeared the Islamic pointed arch and
joins point towards the centre of hemisphere so called ‘true dome’. The Persian
architects proceeded from the fact that by changing a square ground plan into an
octagon, the dome could rest upon eight points. Thus Indo-Islamc architecture
comprises three domes. The domes were constructed with stone, brick and mortar,
and iron dowels and cramps'.

The apparent reason for building construction at large level is the availability of
human resource as well as material construction which was not in abundance in the
Wilayat of Baburids or even the Muslim rulers prior to them. Babur, defining quality
of stone available at Dhaulpur where he also got constructed a mosque which no
more exists also speaks about human resource, he himself says:

Another good thing in Hindustan is that it has unnumbered and endless workmen
of every kind. There is a fixed caste of every sort of work and for everything, which
has done that work from father to son till now. Mulla Sharaf, writing in Zafar Nama
about the building of Timur Beg’s Stone Mosque, lays stress on the fact that on it
200 stone cutters worked, from Azarbaijan, Fars, Hindustan and other countries. But
680 men worked daily on my buildings in Agra and of Agra stone-cutters only.
While in 1491 stone cutters worked daily on my buildings in Agra, Sikri, Biana,
Dulpur, Gualiar (Gwaliar) and Kuli (Aligarh). In the same way there are numberless
artisans and workmen of every sort in Hindustan”

About ordering to cut beaked hill of Dhulpur for construction of a house and
mosque, he writes:

1. Dr. Rahul Maurya, A brief history of materials and construction techniques of Mughal architecture,
International Journal of Applied Research 2018; 4(12): 75-78.
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may not have been ever visited by the said emperor. Like, near Panipat, at Sonipat, a
small mosque, known as Shaikhzadon-ki Masjid (Mosque of Shaikhzadas) exists.
According to the Persian inscription on the central Mehrab, it was constructed Der
Ahd-e-Badshah-e Babur (in the reign of Babur) by Ali Khan, brother of Mahmud
Khan Afghan, the mufti of Sonipat, in 1530 AD. Likewise, at Meham, near Rohtak,
another mosque, known as Mosque of Pirzadans, was, as per the Persian inscription
in 1529 AD, during, Ahd-e-Hazrat-e Daulat Shahnshah-e Alam Panah Zahiruddin
Muhammad Babur-e Ghazi Badshah by Khan Yusuf Agha, son of Shaikh Yusuf of
Hisar. Similarly, in the fort of Nagor, a city known for Sufis and Qazis from pre-
Mughal period, has a mosque. The inscription on the front gate, says it was
constructed in the time of Shah Jahan. Garden construction, as stated above, through
innovative designs by Babur got a glorious place in Mughal buildings everywhere.
Interestingly, in the fort of Nagore, there exist still a large garden, a platform and
pillared three coloumn Aiwan facing a reservoir and a Hammam on its left side.
These were constructed for emperor Akbar. The platform area was used for musical
gatherings. On the side of the squared garden, beautiful small lotus shaped water
reservoirs were constructed. The size of the edges were fit for the bloomed lotus
flower and on the sides of these were lighting posts. Almost 135 mosques were built
in the time of Shah Jahan in Chindwara, Nagore, Ajmer and in the other townships
of Suba of Ajmer'. Many of these are still intact.

Mughal architecture is characterized by domes, arches, minarets and vaulted
roofs and has no parallel in ornamentation. Massive structural and extremely
detailed decorative artwork placed the Mughals as the greatest contributors to the
magnificence of Lahore. The craft of brick making, laying and cutting was at its
apogee. Glazed tiles, red sandstone and white marble were used as veneers over the
brick core. Masterly use of geometry and color produced a rich and opulent effect.
The white marble with decorated mirrors and precious stones projects the aesthetic
taste of the Mughals. In addition to the above, which were already in Persian,
Turkish and Islamic Architecture from Baghdad, Indian Cupolas or Chattries on the
corners of building to provide a symmetry to the central domes , pointed projected
beams beneath the projections like Balconies and Jharokhas, a characteristics of
Rajathani architecture. The Jharokas became a media for live everyday contact of
the emperor with masses. In other words, Indo-Islamic architecture was not only for
the projection and promotion of the imperial expansion and grandeur but also a
source of keeping live the relationship between the emperor and his subjects.

Human Resource and Building Material in India:

Sometime, it strikes to mind, why in India life of the buildings is so ever lasting?
Monuments from Ancient times, even from BC era, some temples survive and even
today standing tall and intact. Definitely, these have seen damages and vandalism,
both at the hand of nature and human beings but still ready to face many more
centuries if they don’t fell at the hand of nature or human cruelty like Bamiyan’s
statues. Mughals launched two innovations in their building constructions. First, they
selected new sites and desisted for a larger extent to use the existing material and used
new construction material to their best efforts as evident from the major buildings.
Persian chronicles have also thrown light on this aspect. Abul Fazl informs that Akbar
even fixed the rates of every construction material as per its quality.

1. Inscriptions of Nagore, Chindwara and Jodhpur, Chaghtai, EIM, 1953.
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the horticultural experiments. The Mughals exempted the cultivation of fruits from
taxation, from time to time, just to encourage horticulture. This tradition of tax
exemption on garden products had been introduced by the founder of the empire,
Zahiruddin Mohammad Babur. There is an emotional reference in Humayunama
that Babur literally wept after seeing the fruit of Kabul, sent to him while he was in
India. 8 It shows his love for fruits, in general, and of nature, in particular. Babur has
been mentioned as planter of trees by his daughter Gulbadan.9 He himself planted
grapes in the Hasht Bihisht garden at Agra.10 Thus, for Babur, laying out garden
was not only for pleasure and to create natural shade to avoid Indian hot climate,
rather it was also his zeal to get exotic fruits and flowers of his native place as well
as of Hindustan. Though Akbar was not much interested in garden building like his
grandfather Babur and son Jahangir, he was keenly interested in horticulture. The
contemporary court account Ain-i Akbari furnishes that Akbar considered fruits as
one of the greatest gifts of the Creator, and paid much attention to them. Therefore,
during his reign, horticulturists from Iran and Turan migrated to India and gave
impetus to the cultivation of trees.11 The emperor himself planted several plants
including pineapple in the garden of Gulafshan. Anand Ram Mukhlis gives a
picturesque description of different gardens existed in first half of 18" c. in his book
Miratul Istelah® and herbal plants and fruits. Shalimar garden, originally Aizzabad
Bagh, on the outskirts of Northern Delhi, near Badli, an important stopover of every
emperor and royal force marching towards Northern India, was the garden having a
royal parasol where Emperor Aurangzeb crowned himself on 31* July, 1658.

Perhaps, it was genealogical impact- from Bibi Khanum, wife of Amir Timor
who got constructed a huge mosque at Samarqand-among queens and princesses of
Mughal empire who too took deep interest in building construction as well as
nurturing gardens. Among these, Nur Jahan and Jahan Ara Begum, eldest daughter
of Shah Jahan. Nur Jahan constructed her father’s mausoleum, known as ‘Aitmadud
Daula, at Agra and a grand Caravanserai at Jalandhar (Punjab, India). Shah Jahan’s
three building projects-renovation of Red fort, Agra and Lahore and construction of
Red fort at Delhi and Jama Masjid were in progress almost simultaneously. Jahan
Ara Begum was also supervising these projects with her father and others. She took
special interest in her own Bangla-e-Darshan in Red fort, Agra, situated between
Shah Burj and personal palace of Shah Jahan. Similarly, in her supervision, Jama
Masjid of Agra was built as well as a mosque in the memory of her Pir Mulla Shah
Badkhshi at Srinagar, Kashmir. She also nurtured construction and development of
gardens at Delhi, Kashmir, Kabul, Ambala and Surat. Panipat and Surat were her
personal estate. She had a fleet of ships for commercial purpose.

Among Nau Ratan (Nine gems) of Akbar, every grandee endevoured to outdo
other in patronizing the arts-men of literature, and construction of buildings
especially mosques. For instance, Abdur Rahim Khan Khanan, son of Bairam Khan,
the commander of Babur, fond of patronizing men of literature, art of bookmaking
as well as construction of mosques. He got erected grand mosque at Burhanpur and
other places. His own mausoleum at Delhi is no less glorious than many edifices
constructed by some Mughal emperors.

There are mosques which state to be built in the period of an emperor. These

1. Edited by Prof. Chander Shekhar with H. Ghilichkhani and Yousefdahi, published by National Mission
for Manuscripts, New Delhi, 2015. (revised edition by Mo’sir Publications, Tehran, 2016).
2. Jahan Ara Begum, Nausheen Jaffery, Idarah-e-Adabiyat e Dill, Delhi, 2011. Pp. 88-95.
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Abdullah Mushkin Qalam as head calligrapher for the tomb of his wife, for Jahangir,
it was an important building in terms of legitimacy and architectural patronage.'

Every one of the Mughal emperor, except Aurangzeb, paid reverence to his
predecessor. Akbar got construction of Humayoun’s tomb, Jahangir constructed
Akbar’s mausoleum and also added construction to Babur’s at Kabul. Jehangir's
tomb was built by Shah Jahan. Aurngzeb allowed Shah Jahan to get place besides
his wife Mumtaz Mahal in Taj Mahal as was decided by Shah Jahan himself.
Aurangzeb got constructed tomb, popularly known as, only for his wife, the
Empress Rabiis Daurani at Aurangabad. For his firm belief in Islamic teachings, he
got himself a final resting place in Khuldabad, in the Rouza of his Sufi Murshid
Sheikh Zainuddin Shirazi. Initially it was very simple grave on a platform. He as
given posthumous title of Khuld Makan and the area became known as Khuldabad
by his son, Bahadur Shah, Shah Alam I (1707-17011 AD). Later on Nizamul Mulk
Asaf Jah and Lord Curzon later covered the site with marble and surrounded it with
a "pierced marble screen". The tomb is roofed by "the vault of the sky".[1] The
gateway and the domed porch were added in 1760 AD. Interestingly, later Mughal
emperors were not fortunate to get such large mausoleums for themselves while
some of their nobles like Safdar Jung got erected for him a large domed grave. He
got chiseled out white marble from the tomb of Abdur Rahim Khan-e Khanan, son
of Bairam Khan, a close associate of Babur.

During the Mughals, apart from emperors, their nobility was equally engaged in
the building construction work, especially buildings like, mosques, water reservoirs,
bridges, gardens, Madrasas, markets, gates and forts or palaces. From the time of
Babur, till 19th c. majority of the buildings and mausoleums has much usage of
white stone. There is a story goes in Aurnagabad from the time of construction of
Mausoleum of Nadira Begum, the beautiful Iranian wife of Aurangzeb. It was her
desire to get an mausoleum on the pattern of Taj Mahal. On her death, Aurangzeb
summoned Ustad Ahmad Me’mar, the Ustad mason, the key master in the
construction of Taj Mahal. He, along with his sons, was traced after much efforts as
they were pro-Dara group. However, he was asked to construct the building.
Aurangzeb told them that he does not have too much money to get constructed akin
to Taj Mahal. Consequently, he, with in the given estimate, constructed the
mausoleum with partial use of white marble and used grinded sea shells in the
plaster to give marble like shinning.

During the longer stay of Aurangzeb in Deccan, with the expansion of his rule
there, many buildings were constructed by the king himself as well as his nobility. In
Aurangabad, in the mausoleum of his favourite wife Nadira Beguam, there are many
epitaphs.

Among the favourite landscapes given environmental shape close to nature as
well as a source of health as well as income accruing phenomena is flora and
agriculture. Though, one may find the references of beautiful gardens in all Hindu
scriptures as well as Budhism. From Emperor Ashok, one may read about variety of
trees lined upon the major roads of those times. Many Sanskrit works speak of
perfumery plants used to produce herbal and natural perfumes. Ain-e-Akbari of
Abul Fazl provides a full chapter on this aspect.

Under the great Mughals, horticulture became one of the major sources of
income both for the State and the society. There were gardens and groves to meet

1. Ebba Koch, The Khusrau Bagh project.wordpress, com/2015/01/08.
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from Rauzut us Safa on the desire of the said king.

The cultural and linguistic impacts and commonalities of the two cultures comes
in various vistas so close that it is difficult to identify these as two seperate
embodiments. To write on the commonalities, another chapter will be required and it
will be a deviation from the theme of the present volume.

Edifices of Mughals at Agra and Delhi:

In India and abroad, the widely used term for the architecture used in royal buildings
is known as Indo-Islamic architecture under Mughals. Same is also under the Pre-
Mughal period. Because, Indian architecture system, known as Vastukala, has been
in vogue and practice since ages. Buildings from Ancient times existed for the
strong architectural designs and used by many dynasties. Same buildings or even if
razed out of religious zeal, the material of the demolished buildings was
qualitatively reusable. With the regained power, Akbar started building construction,
especially forts to demonstrate his firm decision to settle down in India forever,
unlike Babur who did not like much due to its weather. Among the first forts, Agra
fort was taken on priority as the said city continued to be the capital of Mughal
empire. Prior to Akbar, was known as Badalgarh fort of Tomar, Rajput clan,
dynasty. According to Jahangir and Abul Fazl, the fort was razed to ground and built
a fresh with red stone in 1565-1573 AD. Qasim Khan, Mir-e-Bahr was the chief
architect and supervisor of the construction work. It may be mentioned Humayoun
did not use the earlier fort much, especially ruled from Delhi’s Old fort. From the
staircases of a building, Sher Mandal, a library and astronomical lab of him, he
tumbled down and died. Hence, it was Akbar who after taking over the reigns of
Baborid dynasty constructed the capital city and the fort . In the time of Jahangir and
Shahjahan, many buildings within the fort were rebuilt or even razed and erected
again, as the contemporary chronicles regale.

Among Mughal buildings in Agra, three are of World Heritage importance: Agra
Fort, Taj Mahal and Fatehpur Sikri. Apart from these, other important are Akbar’s
mausoleum known as Sikandra. Itimad-ud Daula’s tomb, Mariam’s tomb, Mehtab
Bagh and Ram Bagh (Nur Afshan Bagh where corpse of Babur remained till transfer
to Kabul). There are many other buildings which have witness the changes of time
and got devastated. Abul Fazl recorded the number of buildings 5000 while
presently the number does not exceed even 100.

These buildings represent variety of architectural designs and patterns which are
described in many sources. Since the present work focus mainly on epigraphically
study of the writings inscribed mainly on stones, usually called Inscriptions thus
only a brief introduction is given hereunder about the buildings which has these
inscriptions. Mughal architecture is a remarkably symmetrical and decorative
amalgam of Persian, Turkish, and Indian architecture.

Among other strongholds, the fort of Allahabad is also worth mention. It was
built in 1583 AD. Akbar and other emperors preferred used natural water resources
as mote for the security purpose. Allahabad fort was also constructed on the
Sangam-confluence of three rivers: Yamuna, Ganga and Saraswati. In the same city,
another important set of monument is Khusrau Bagh, a funerary complex. It
comprises of tombs of Khusrau Mirza, rebellious son of Jahangir, her mother Shah
Begum, sister of Nisar Begum (whose corpse later on shifted to Akbar’s tomb at
Agra) and a Bibi Tambolan, a pan seller lady. Whole complex is constructed with
sandstone. According to Ebba Koch, engaging Aqa Reza, as architecture and Mir
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apart from poetical collection, there are Moamiyat ¢ Kahi, Kafiye Qasim Kahi etc on
Prosody. His poetical work (Diwan) are introduced by Prof. Masaud Hussain of
Lucknow and scholarly papers are published in Islamic Culture and Ma’arif (see
1957 number). Mss of his works are available in Bankipur collection of Khuda
Bakhsh, Patna and India office collection, BL, London. For more detail, see,
Tazkiras like Haft Aqlim Aatish kada-e Aazar, Akbar nama of Abul Fazl, Badauni’s
Muntakhab ut Tawarikh and many other modern works on Indo-Persian literature.

Similarly, from the time of Humyoun, Darwish Haider Tuniyani, a musiciologist
and poet also accompanied the royal retinue.. He composed a work on Shish Maqom
and presented to Humayoun. Qasim bin Dost Ali Bukharai has mentioned this work
in his book Kashful Awtar. This book was too later on presented to Akbar. This
book explains various string instruments of Central Asia. Its lone ms is in India
office collection in British lib. Ms. No 162/4 (see Reiu).

There was Dusti Samarqandi too who was first received by Abdul Rahim Khan-
e-khanan. Nihawandi has quoted his Qasidas in his book Maasir-e-Rahimi. Dusti
continued till the time of Shah Jahan. For longer period he was in the service of
Abdullah Khan firoz Jung, a renowned commander of Shah Jahan. He too was from
Mawarun Nahar. He offered hospitality to many poets and writers of Mawaraun
Nahr. He is also known for his translation of Indic work Shalihotra into Persian
famous as Aspnama. Beautiful copies of this work are available in various libraries
of India and abroad. One such copy is in the collection of Central Asian studies,
University of Kashmir, Srinagar. Husain bin Ali Waiz Kashfi, a disciple of Mir Ali
Sher Nawai left a work namely Makhzan ul Insha in which a collection of letters are
available written by him to his mentor. Its lone ms in Bankipur collection of Khuda
Bakhsh.

In the time of Aurangzeb, we know about Abdul Qadir Naqgashbandi, a treatise
from him on Nagshbandi tradition is available in Khuda Bakhsh library, Patna.

One may find the consistent migration of poets and writers from greater
Khurasan and Transoxania till early modern times in Indian History. Khawja Baba
Samarqgandi “ Munsif” is such a renowned figure of Farrukh Siyar’s time. He was in
service of Adus Samad Khan, governor of Lahore. Copies of his poetical collections
are available in Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta. Similarly, Abdul Karim Nadim
bin Isamail Bukhari is a known historian who compiled history of Bukhara and
Kabul in late 18th c. His travelogue from Delhi to Bukhara is also famous which
was translated into French in 1876 and its copy is available in Bibliotheque Paris.

Among one of the important works on History of Central Asia, especially on
Chengez Khan, was written in Hirat known as Rauztus Safa by Mir Khwand, a close
associate of Mir Ali Sher Nawai, born and brought up in Bukhar. The work was
completed by his grand son Ghiyasuddin Muhammad Khwand mir. Though Rauzut
us Safa was basically written in Hirat but its many mss are in Indian libraries. Even
its first litho publication came out in 1848 from Mubai and then by Nawal Kishore
in His grand son Khwand Mir was a close associate of Humayaun. Among his
renowned works are Humayaun Nama, Habibus Siyar, Dastur al Wuzra, Makarimul
AKhlaq which is basically written in praise of Mir Ali Sher Nawai who could not
see this work and passed away in 906AH/1501AD, Maasirul Muluk , Insha-e Nami
and Khulasatul Akhbar which is a concise version of Rauzatus Safa itself. Copies of
this work were prepared even in Deccan as one can see its copies in Salar Jung
collection at Hyderabad. Even in the time of Ali Adil Shah, in early 17th, Rafiuddin
Ibrahim Shirazi, the renowned historian of Adil Shahi period, made a concise history



MUGHAL BUILDINGS AND IMPRINTS OF THEIR BUILDERS:
INSCRIPTIONS ON DELHI AND AGRA BUILDINGS

Chander Shekhar!

Patronage to the Arts at the Court of Mughal Emperors: Though, Persianate culture
has some semblance beginning from 12" c. in India. From the works of Amir
Khusrau, one can see the references of different cities of Uzbekistan. Like in Aijaz-
e-Khusravi, in the section on Music, speaking on the art of Chang-player Turmati
Khatun, he says,” when she strikes her finger on the strings, the magnetic sound
even attracts listener from Khwarizm”.

In the retinue of Babur a large number of men of the arts and intellect also went
to India. After establishment of rule of Akbar and gained prosperity, hoards of men
of literature from whole persianate world, including Uzbekistan or better known in
those days as Turan and Mawarun Nahr, Khurasan and Iran also found their way to
Agra court and the court of Akbar’s grandees like Abdul Rahim Khan-e-Khanan®.
Abul Fazl provides a list of all men of the different arts who arrived at different
times in his period. The migration of these people continued in the courts of the
successors till early 18" ¢

From the migrated the men of the arts of Akbar’s period is Qasim Kahi.. His real
name was Najmuddin Muhammad and Abul Fazl used to call him Mian Kali. As his
ancestors were from terrain area of Mian Kal, situated between Samarqand and
Bukhara. He met Abdul Rehman Jami at the age of 15. After remaining for a short
period in Bukhara, he shifted to Kabul. There, Humayun, during his second stint,
enlisted him in his companions. It was that he received much favours from Akbar
and he too exhibited his all favours to the later and also supported Din-e-llahi. He
composed an eulogy in praise of Akbar which had repeatedly word Fil i.e. an
elephant. In lieu of it, he was awarded a lac rupees and offered rs. One thousand on
every visit to the royal court. But he refused to accept this meager offer. But later on
turned to the royal court. Badauni used to taunt him and Ghizali Mashhadi saying,”
these two have shared all the wickedness of the world”. But it is also true that for his
generosity, Qasim Kahi was famous amongst the poor people. For the exuberant
cheerfulness and being the surviving disciple of Jami, he got all welcoming
reception in every Mehfil. He died in Agra in 988 AH/1580 AD. Among his works,

1. Prof. Chander Shekhar, Director, Lal Bahadur Shastri Center for Indian Culture, Embassy of India,
Tashkent. (also, Prof. in Persian, Dept of Persian, Faculty of Arts, University of Delhi, Delhi-India)
2. For detail, see ma’sir-e Rahimi, Ed. Taufiq Subhani, (shorten version, only literature), Tehran, 1994.
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Introducing Shokoufehzar by Serajuddin Ali Khan Arzoo

Zarnoush Moshtaghmehr
Hamid Taheri
Mohammad Salim Mazhar

Shokoufehzar is one of the authoritative explanations of Eskandar-Nameh by Nizami
Ganjavi. This description belongs to Serajuddin Ali Khan Arzoo, a prominent writer
and critic of the 12" century AH texts of the Subcontinent. Explanation of
Eskandar-Nameh in terms of the multiplicity of manuscripts and writing, as well as
in terms of content and methods of explanation with a critical look at the text and
explanations before it and report and review the literature of Eskandar-Nameh with
the approaches of rhetoric, aesthetic and linguistic, especially the semantics and
etymology of words is important. And from that perspective, it requires independent
research.

Keywords: Shokoufehzar, explanations of Eskandar-Nameh by Nizami Ganjei,
Khan Arzoo, subcontinent.

Khajeh Piri’s Shahnameh
Mohammad-Reza Nasiri

The Noor Microfilm Center in Delhi, India, headed by Dr. Khajeh Piri, in addition to
collecting manuscripts and historical documents, has experience in repairing and
reviving rotten copies in the traditional way. Apart from these activities, writing the
Holy Quran, Sahifeh Sajjadieh, genealogies and the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi are
among the unique works of this institute. In this article, while referring to the history
of Shahnamehs such as Baysonghori Shahnameh and Shah Tahmasebi Shahnameh,
we will introduce a shahnameh that has been written, illustrated by its artists in the
Noor Microfilm Center and reminded us of Khajeh Piri’s Shahnameh.

Keywords: Khajeh Piri, Baysonghori Shahnameh, Tahmasebi Shahnameh, Khajeh
Piri’s Shahnameh.
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of these letters are well descriptive of the turbulent situation of Iran in time of
Safavids that paved way for the immigration of different professionals from Iran to
India specifically the elites and scholars.

Keywords: Abolfath Gilani, Chahar-Bagh, compositions, transcript.

Introducing the Manuscript of Hafez Divan Written in 836 AH

Mohammad Salim Mazhar
Morteza Charmegi Omrani

The present article introduces and describes a new version of Hafez Divan. This
copy was written in the first half of the 9th century and is kept under No. 4613/1563
in the Central Library of the University of Punjab, and has not been introduced or
used in writing other works. This version is among the first hand manuscripts of
Khajeh Shiraz Divan in terms of the date of writing (834 AH). However, in terms of
the frequency of the various forms of poetry such as Ghazal, Masnai, Ruba’i, and
having refrain, Mokhamas (five-line verse) and Mosadas (six -line verse), it is in the
first category of the manuscripts that were written before this date. In addition,
although it is the second version that has a comprehensive preface of Golandam, but
because the name of Mohammad Golandam is explicitly mentioned in this preface
and its pages are not removed, it is superior to other versions.

Keywords: Hafez Poetry Divan, codicology, eighth century poetry, comprehensive
preface by Golandam.

Persian Translation of al-Tuhfat ol-mursalat ila al-Nabi
Introduction and Edition

Mahmoud-Reza Esfandiar

One of the mystical treatises of the tenth century AH in the Indian subcontinent was
written in Arabic, by Muhammad bin Fazlullah Burhanpouri, one of the Chishti
order Shaykh, is al-Tuhfat al-mursalah ila al-Nabi .This treatise, which explains the
hierarchy of the universal existence on the basis of lbn ‘Arabi’s school, is also of
great importance, and hence has been written many explanations on it in Arabic,
Malay, Javi and Turkish. The treatise was translated to Persian by unknown
translator, ‘Abd al-Ghafour, a disciple of Burhanpouri, probably around the year of
compilation, 999 AH with some commentaries. In this article, after a brief
introduction about the author, the importance and the characteristics of the Persian
translation, we have edited the treatise based on four manuscripts.

Keywords: al-Tuhfat al-mursalah ila al-Nabi, Persian translation, edition,
manuscript, Hierarchy of the universal existence
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Arabi (1165-1240AD), has essentially affected formation of his paradigms. The
present paper explains the quality and reason for this effect using descriptive-
analytical method and by means of librarian sources. Historical data have been
derived from several references and studies in Urdu, Persian, Arabic and English in
this paper.

Keywords: Ibn Arabi, Perfect Human, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani.

Administrative and Court Terms in Siyar ul- Mutakherin

Mohammad-Reza Nasiri
Batoul Sepehr

The Iranian elite who immigrated to the court of the Gurkhanids of India gained
positions according to their authority and prestige, and played a significant role in
the evolution of the administrative system and court of the Delhi. One of the most
important roles of these elites is to write valuable historical books in Persian.
Ghlam-Hossein khan Tabatabaei was one of the most influential Iranian courtiers in
the Indian court who wrote the book Siyar ul-Mutakherin in the history of the late
Gurkhanids of India. In this study, the administrative and court terms of the latest
developments have been studied by descriptive- analytical method. The terms
derived from the Iranian administrative and court organization in Siyar ul-
Mutakherin show that the administrative and judicial structure of the Gurkhanids of
India was based on the Iranian administrative and court organizations and Iranian
views as well.

Keywords: Tabatabaei, the ultimate leader, administrative and court terms, Iran and
India.

Chahar-Bagh, A Newly Found Transcript of Timurid Era of India
Karim Najafi Barzegar

The newly found transcript of Chahar-Bagh by Hakim Abolfath Gilani, is one of the
prominent transcripts of Timurid era in India. Hakim Abolfath Gilani is one of the
prominent scholars of Safavid dynasty who belonged to a very prestigious family.
He immigrated to the court of Jalal al-Din Mohammad Akbar of India due to
disturbance in political situation of Safavids. He managed to gain high positions in
Akbar’s court. The transcript of Chahar-Bagh is a set of letters, decrees, texts and
writings which Hakim Abolfath Gilani has written to different significant court
individuals, governors and scholars of that time. These letters are important because
of their socio-political, historical- geographical and particularly literary focus. Some
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The Contribution of Women to Indian Gurkani Architecture

Maryam Estaji
Fariba Pat

The reign of Gurkani kings, from Babur to Aurangzeb is architecturally one of
India’s most flourishing cultural and artistic periods. During this period, not only
men were involved in architecture and construction activities, but Mongol women
and princesses also took an active part in architecture. The women of the royal and
non-royal families, despite the limitations they faced, succeeded in making a major
contribution to the construction of religious and non-religious buildings, relying on
their talent, ingenuity, and perseverance. This article will address the role and
contribution of these women to Indo-Islamic architecture.

Keywords: Women of royal families, architecture, Indian Gurkhanids, mosque,
school, garden, caravansary.

Teaching of Ibn Arabi for Perfect Human and Its Effect on Assertions of Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani

Hamid Karamipour
Mohammad Kazemipour

It seems defective and even impossible to perceive development of Islamic world
without conception and recognition of gnostic and Sufi teachings during pre-
modernist era. This claim has been particularly valid, especially among Muslims in
Indian subcontinent because Sufis and leading characters (Qutbs) were assumed as
the major factors in the fields of intellectual and sometimes political developments
at this part of Islamic territory. Punjab land, which was considered as one of the
energetic cultural and political bases for Muslims and as one of the important
resistant centers against British colonialism before formation of Islamic State of
Pakistan (1947), currently witnessed their intellectual and political effort at the end
of the 19™ century and early years of 20™ century. Qadianiyeh denomination was
one of the streams emerged at this point in Islamic world during discussed period
and it was established by Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani. Primarily and in the process of
clerical effort taken in Punjab, Ghulam Ahmad introduced oneself as a non-divinely
prophet (i.e. prophet without divine revelation) ad after achieving some followers he
called his mission as an independent prophet who possessed characteristics of a
divine prophet. Due to the paradigms and doctrines that were called as
unconventional and atheist by Muslim leaders in Punjab, he was excommunicated
from Muslim community, but his claim could attract some followers among some of
Muslim in this region. Reviews on his doctrines may indicate that regardless of
expediencies of that time and political interests, the gnostic teaching of ‘Perfect
Human’, which was proposed by great mystics in Islamic world and evolved by Ibn
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The Persian Styles in the Architecture Mui’zzids and Khiljis of India

Javad Neyestani
Farshad rahimian

The architecture under Mui’zzi and Khilji dynasties of the Delhi Sultanate was
heavily influenced by the architecture of greater Khorasan. After investigating the
appearance of arch and dome in the architecture of Mui'zzids and Khiljis and its
possible connection with the political and social developments in the region, authors
aim to find out what relation the Turkish sultans considered between Islam and their
monumental architecture and why did they prefer Khorasani styles of building to
native ones. The Muslim rulers’ behavior depended on two factors. The Persian
cultural background and the mental confrontation with subaltern Indians. The first
sultans of Delhi, despite nomadic Central Asian origin, had an opportunity to grow
up among upper class members of Khorasani society. Collaborating of Persian-born
statesmen also influenced their worldview. Therefore, popularity of Khorasani style
in the Islamic architecture of India is just part of a bigger picture, which is the
Persian culture determined in the Muslim society. On the other hand, avoidance and
distrust of ancient religious Indian culture among Muslim ruling elite, was serious
obstacle for any constructive cultural dialogue between two sides and making native
Indians participated in high level decision-makings. As a result, the Sultanate was
always looked for skilled people outside its borders, especially Persian and of the
consequences were weak influence of rich native styles in the Islamic architecture in
this period. In the present study, the cultural-historical approach is applied by
collecting data through library researches and descriptive-analytical methods.

Keywords: Delhi, Islamic architecture of India, Mui’zzids, Khiljis, Ghurids.

‘Ala ud-Din Awadhi and His Refrain

Abbas Beigjani
Omid Sarvari

‘Ala ud-Din Awadhi is one of the Iranian poets of the tenth century AH in the
subcontinent. His most famous work is a refrain composed in imitation of Fakhr al-
Din Iraqi. This refrain is known in the subcontinent and become so popular that it
has found its way into the home school and is in the category of educational texts.
Therefore, several manuscripts of it are available and have been published
lithographically in recent centuries. A texts of this significance in the studies of the
subcontinent has not yet been scientifically and methodically corrected, and no
explicit text is available. In the present article, the authors have tried to take a step
in this direction.

Keywords: ‘Ala ud-Din Awadhi, refrain, educational text on the subcontinent,
manuscript correction.
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From Indian Convoy (Introducing Ashub Mazandarani and his Divan)

Mohammad-Taqi Jahani
Ali Guzelyuz
Nihat Degirmenci

The widespread immigration of Iranian poets to India in the Safavid era took place
for a variety of reasons, including the lack of attention of the kings, the loss of
supporters and enthusiasts of poetry, the welcoming of Indian kings, and the hope to
get position. These immigrants developed a new style of poetry that became popular
in Indian style.

Mulla Mohammad Hossein Ashub Mazandarani was one of the poets who went
to India, where he met Zafar Khan Hassan Torbati and his comrade, Ibrahim Khan.
His Divan include odes and verses, sonnets and quatrains. The only copy of this
work is kept in the library of Nuruosmaniyeh of Turkey. With study and research
into his poems, it is determined that he is one of the first group of Indian style poets
(poets who continued the tradition of earlier poets) and has been very influential in
the writing of his poems of Khorasani and Iraqi style poets.

In this paper, we have investigated and analyzed his Divan and extraction of his
linguistic, intellectual, and literary attributes in addition to introducing Ashub
Mazandarani in order to identify this poet’s position among the poets of this style.

Keywords: Eleventh century poetry, Indian style, Ashub Mazandarani, manuscript
correction.
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