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Women's role in struggles for status waged

by locally notable families

GUL OzSAN

This article is based upon the data collected in our research project conducted in
Denizli, Aydin, Mugla, Kahramanmaras and Gaziantep and entitled “The Role of
Local Notables in the Formation of a Provincial Bourgeoisie and Middle Classes in
Provincial Towns in Turkey” {Durakbasa, Karadag, and Ozsan, 2008, funded by
TUBITAK). Elaborating upon interviews held with women of locally notable (esraf)
families, the article aims to demonstrate the significance of these women's activi-
ties in struggles for status waged by these families. The roles assumed by women
within locally notable families are of crucial importance in their relationships with
both local and administrative elites (various groups of government officials) on the
one hand, and lower-status families in provincial towns on the other. The above-
mentioned women assume fundamental roles in the formation of social capital
and the conversion of various forms of capital. The primary argument of this arti-
cle is that it is women that act as constitutive agents for the identity of esraf with-
in these families. These women try to become empowered within the family while
acting as pivotal agents for the betterment of class positions of their families. It is



258

claimed that women from locally notable families simultaneously seek to empow-
er both positions, thus gender and class identities intertwine in their struggles.

Keywords: Local notables, locally notable families, status, struggle for status,
women's positions, social capital, and cultural capital




