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VAKIF KURUMU VE/VEYA DEVLET KONTROLU OSMANLI iKTiSADi GELiSMESINi
ENGELLEDI Mi?

Yakup AKKUS

Istanbul Universitesi, lktisat Fakdiltesi, yakupak@istanbul.edu.tr
OZET

Bu teblig, vakif kurumu ve deviet kontrolii temalari tizerinden Osmanli’nin iktisadi gelisme sorununa odaklanmistir. Timur Kuran,
Islam hukukunun katilig1 esliginde, Orta Dogu’nun biiyiik l¢ekli, uzun émiirlii ve tiizel kisilige sahip sirketlere/korporasyonlara -19. yiizyilda
dahi- sahip olmamasini iktisadi azgelismisligin temel sebebi olarak kabul eder. Kuran, tiizel kisilige sahip olmayan vakiflarin da bu olumsuz
tabloda bir pay:1 oldugunu &ne siirlip, vakiflar1 Osmanl iktisadi gelismesini kisitlayan unsurlar arasinda sayar. Bu yaklagima gore vakif,
teknolojik gelismeye ayak uyduramayan, ticari sermaye birikimini, orgiitsel gelisimi engelleyen ve ayni zamanda esnek olmayan bir kurumdur.
Vakif sistemi sebebiyle varlikli kisilerin sermayeleri ticaret sektoriinden, risk ve rekabet igermeyen vakif sektoriine kaymistir. Bu da Islam ve
Osmanli topraklarinda modern sirketlerin ortaya ¢ikisint geciktirmistir (Kuran, 2012). Ayrica literatiirde, vakiflarin faaliyetlerini ve ekonomik
performanslarimi olumsuz etkileyen unsurlar olarak; degismez sartlar/kurallar igeren vakfiyeler, kotli yonetim, yolsuzluk ve 6zellikle vakiflar
tizerindeki —etkinsiz- devlet kontroliine dikkat ¢ekilmistir. Bu tip goriislere, farkli bakis acilarindan karsi tezler de 6ne siiriilmiistiir. Soyle ki,
Osmanli’da vakif kurucular1 baslangigta esnek bir vakfiye hazirlayabilmekte veya ihtiyac halinde vakif sartlarina ragmen yeni diizenlemeler
yapilabilmektedir. Osmanli’da iltizam yontemi yoluyla vergi toplamadan saglanan karlar diger sektorlere nazaran daha yiiksektir. Dolayisiyla
aslinda Osmanli’da varlikli kisiler sermayelerinin biiyiik bir kismin1 vakif alanina degil iltizam sektoriine aktarmiglardir. Yani kaynaklarin
etkinsiz dagilimi, vakif kurumundan ziyade iltizam sisteminden kaynaklanmustir.

Kars1 tezi savunan arastirmacilar Islam ve Osmanh toplumlarmin erken modern dénemde, Avrupahlarin aksine, iktisadi gelisme
gosterememesini bircok degiskenle aciklamislardir. Ozerk sirketler kurma ihtiyacinin eksikliginin ve sirli sermaye birikiminin sebepleri
olarak; miisadereler, miilkiyet hakki sinirlamalar, fiyat/kar kontrolleri ve merkezi idarenin belirledigi yiiksek faiz oranlar1 gibi Osmanli
“kontrol ekonomisi’nde uygulanan politikalar ile cografi kosullar 6ne siiriilmiistiir. Bunlarin yaninda, merkantilist Avrupa’nin sahip oldugu
bilimsel kesifler, makine kullanimi, teknik gelismeler, matbaanin kullanilmasi, cografi kesifler ve somiirgecilik gibi unsurlarin Osmanli ve
Islam toplumlarindaki yokluguna vurgu yapmislardir. Karsi tezciler genel anlamda devlet kontroliinii, Osmanli azgelismisliginin giinah kegisi
olarak gostermislerdir.

Bu teblig, ekonomide kayda deger bir agirliga sahip olan Osmanli vakif kurumunun ticari altyapiy1, beseri sermaye birikimini, tiretimi,
tiiketimi ve bollisiimii destekleyen 6nemli bir kiiltiirel-iktisadi aktor olduguna dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Vakiflarin yiizyillarca hayatta kalabilmesi
yaninda para vakiflarinin varligi ve faaliyetleri bu kurumun esnekligine dair 6nemli kanitlardir. Vakiflarin Avrupa menseli korporasyonlarla
karsilastirilmasi yontem bakimindan da anlaml degildir; zira hukuki konumlari yaninda, kurulus ve faaliyet amaglar korporasyonlardan
oldukea farklidir. Bunlara ek olarak teblig, Osmanli toplumunun ve ekonomisinin Avrupa’ya kiyasla farkli kurumlara ve iliski aglarina sahip
olduguna isaret ederek, devletin ve vakiflarmn iktisadi geri kalmishigin suglulari olarak goriiliip goriilemeyecegini tartigmaktadir. Bu baglamda,
farkli kiiltiirlere, niteliklere ve amaglara sahip olan Osmanli toplumunun davranis kaliplarinin ve devlet-toplum iliskilerinin literatiirde goz ardi
edildigi vurgulanmustir. Dahasi merkantilist Avrupa’ya nazaran parasal ekonominin heniiz gelismedigi Osmanli topraklarinda, iktisadi
ihtiyaclarin mevcut yontemlerle giderilmeye devam ettigi ve bu finansal-iktisadi altyapi eksikliginin kurumsal degisim istegini geciktirdigi 6ne
stiriilmiistiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: iktisadi Gelisme, Osmanh Vakiflari, Devlet Kontrolii, Tiizel Kisilik, Korporasyon.
Jel Kodlari: N13, N15, N95, O1, P4, P52, Z1, A3, H7
Did Wagf Institution and/or Dirigisme Hinder the Ottoman Economic Development?
ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on the economic development issue of the Ottoman Empire through the wagf institution and dirigisme themes.
According to Timur Kuran, in company with the rigidity of Islamic law, the Middle East's failure to own large-scale and long-lived corporations
even in the 19th century was the main reason for the economic backwardness. Moreover, for him, wagfs without corporate body also had a
share in this negative situation. He argues that waqfs were among the limiting factors in Islamic and Ottoman economic development.
Accordingly, the waqgf was an institution that could not compete with technological development, prevented commercial capital accumulation,
and at the same time was inflexible. Because of the waqf system, wealthy people's financial capital shifted from the trade sector to the waqf
sector, which did not contain the risk and competition. This choice delayed the emergence of modern firms in the Islamic and Ottoman lands
(Kuran, 2012). In addition, some researchers have argued that "inefficient dirigisme over wagfs", mismanagement, inflexible wagfiyyas (wagf
deeds), and corruption as negatively affecting economic performance and activities of the waqfs. Also, opposing theses have been suggested
against these views: Despite the requirements of the wagfiyya, new arrangements could be made if necessary. In the Ottoman Empire, profits
from tax collection through the method of tax-farming were higher than those of other sectors. Therefore, in fact, wealthy people in the Ottoman
Empire transferred the majority of their capital to the tax-farming sector, not to the wagfs. Namely, the tax-farming system was the reason of
inefficient distribution of resources compared to the waqgf institution.

Researchers with opposing views have explained the failure of Islamic and Ottoman societies to achieve economic development with
the help of many variables. As the reasons for the lack of the need to establish corporations, and the limited capital accumulation; besides
geographical conditions, policies implemented in the Ottoman “control economy” such as high-interest rates, confiscations,
limitations on property rights, price/profit controls have been put forward. In addition, they emphasize the absence of elements such as
scientific discoveries, use of machines, technical developments, the invention of printing press, geographical discoveries and colonialism in
Islamic and Ottoman societies. Those who assert the antithesis show the dirigisme as the scapegoat of the backwardness of the Ottoman Empire.

This paper draws attention that the Ottoman waqfs, which had a considerable weight in the economy, were an important cultural-
economic actor supporting commercial infrastructure, human capital accumulation, production, consumption and income distribution. The
ability of the waqfs to survive for centuries, as well as the existence and transactions of cash waqgfs, are important evidence of the flexibility
of this institution. The comparison of the waqfs with European-based corporations is not meaningful in terms of method. Because, waqf’s legal
status, as well as its organizational and operating objectives, are very different from a corporation. In addition to these, the paper points out
that the Ottoman society and the economy have different institutions compared to Europe, and discusses whether the state and waqfs can be
seen as the culprits of the economic backwardness. In this context, it has been emphasized that the behavioral patterns of Ottoman society,
which have different cultures, features and aims, and state-subject relations are ignored in the literature. Moreover, it has been argued that in
the Ottoman lands, where the monetary economy has not yet developed, economic necessities continue to be remedied by existing methods
and the lack of this financial-economic infrastructure delayed the desire for institutional change.

Keywords: Economic Development, Ottoman Wagfs, Dirigisme, Corporate Body, Corporation.
Jel Codes: N13, N15, N95, O1, P4, P52, Z1, A3, H7
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