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AMERICANIZATION OF TURKISH BUSINESS EDUCATION: REVISITING THE 
INTERNATIONAL REPORTS TO THEIR TYPES 

Two different paradigms shaped the modern basics of business education in Turkey. These 
paradigms are German Ecole and American Ecole. Soon after found the Faculty of Economics 
at Istanbul University, in 1937, the German Ecole gained its legitimization in the Turkey 
context, and the intense impact of the Ecole continued until the 1950s. However, after the 
WWII, Turkey was one of the most affected countries in Europe by the Americanization that 
rapidly growing movement all around the world. The Americanization movement prompt veer 
off in a new direction to Turkey in fields such as politics, economics, and industrial. Indeed, 
developments in economics and industrial areas showed the importance of the approach to 
business problems with modern methods and, need for business education and executive 
trainings in the Turkish context. When compared to the evolution of two paradigms, the German 
Ecole in Turkey directed mostly by individual pioneers. The ascend of American Ecole in 
Turkey was shaped by not just individuals but institutions. In this context, the question of how 
to find the Americanization movement occurs within the of Europe and Turkey frameworks 
should be considered first. 

The evolution of both German Ecole and American Ecole in business education was referred 
by different researches before. However, no one research detailly and comparatively focus 
causes on the Americanization. Therefore, it's significant to reveal which fields of business 
education affected by Americanization to (1) understand the circumstance of the period, and 
(2) uncover the basics today's business education. 

In the process that started with the Truman doctrine in 1947, the governments both the USA 
and Turkey were closed, in terms of politics and economic relationships. USA based institutions 
conducted the economic, financial, cultural, agricultural, and industrial mutual works in 
Turkey. This research aims to both classify reports related to the Americanization movement 
according to their types and, develop an understanding of the basics of Americanization in 
Turkey's business education. 
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In the research, the Truman Doctrine (1947), the Marshall Plan (1948-1951), World Bank 
Report (1951), Turkey - UN Technical Assistance Additional Agreement (1952), Gordon and 
Howel Report (1959) and, Pierson Report have examined with the document review qualitative 
research method. The comparative historical research method used in this study. The findings 
were analyzed using both descriptive analysis and content analysis.  

Above six reports were examined in the context of the Americanization movement. The reports 
have split into three different types, namely politic-based, economic-based, and educational 
system based. As a result, it has shown how the different ways of the Americanization 
m
education at Istanbul University. 

Keywords: Americanization, Truman Doctrine, World Bank, Gordon and Howel Report, 
Pierson Report 

  


