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OzZET

Lefkose Ayasofya Mahallesi sadece Mislimanlarin ikamet ettigi mahallelerden biri olmustur. Hicri 1246
(1830/31) ntifus sayiminda ve sonraki yillarda yapilan sayimlarda adi gecen mahallenin erkek niifusu 396’dan
436’ya kadar ¢ikmistir.

Mahalle sakinlerinin dogumla kazandiklari géreceli nifus artis ivmesi 6lim oranlarindadaki nispi fazlalikla
kaybolmustur. Buna mukabil Lefkose’nin Gayrimislim mahallelerinde hem dogum hem de 6lim oranlarinda
nispi distklik tespit edilmistir.

Bu ¢alismada s6z konusu mahalle sakinlerinin isimleri irdelenmis ve erkek nifusun yaklasik beste birinin
Mehmed ismini tasidigi goriilmustir. Mehmed ismini Mustafa ismi takip etmistir. Hz.Peygamberin diger bir
ismi olan Ahmed de s6zii edilen mahallede en ¢ok ragbet goren isimler arasinda yer alsa da Hiseyin ile Hz.
Muhammed arasindaki dede-torun iliskisi Hliseyin isminin Ahmed isminden dnce gelmesine neden olmustur.

Ayasofya mahallesinde yasayan Muslimanlarin isimleri onlarin sahip oldugu itikat gérisleri hakkinda da bir
ipucu verdigi var sayllmistir. Ali, Hasan, Hiseyin isimleri her ne kadar Sinni Misliimanlarca ragbet goéren
isimlerin basinda yer alsa da bu isimler Sia taraftarlari arsinda daha siklikla kullaniimistir.

Ayasofya mahallesinde toplam 53 cesit meslek ¢esidi tespit edilmistir. 436 kisilik nifusun 180'i bir meslek
grubuna mensup olmustur. Mahallede en ¢ok ragbet géren meslek 23 kisiyle sipahilik olmustur. Sipahilikten
sonra en ¢ok tercih edilen meslek ise 17 kisiyle pabuggu meslegi gelmistir. Uglincii sirada basmacilar yer
almistir. ilk Gic meslegi kolelik ve zeamet erbabi takip etmistir. Diger meslek gruplar agirlikli olarak ikiser ve
birer kisiyle temsil edilmistir.

Ayasofya’da ikamet edenlerin 46’si s6z konusu nifus sayimlarinda tuvana yazilmistir. Askerlik hizmetini ifa
etme yasina girmis geng kisi anlamina gelen tuvana kayitlarinda asgari ya da azami bir yas siniri tespit
edilememistir. Tuvana kaydi 12-18 yas araliklarinda degisiklik gostermistir. Askerlige celp yasinin farklihk
arzetmesi ailenin icinde bulundugu sosyal ve ekonomik durumunun, genclerin sihhat ve vicut yapilarinin
onemli bir rol oynadig1 distinilmastir.

Ayasofya mahallesinde askeri hizmetten muaf tutulup mdsin yazilanlarin sayisi 24 olmustur. Béylece Osmanli
Devleti en kiiglik idari birim olan mahallelerde sayimi yaparak ihtiya¢ aninda ne kadarlik askeri bir glice sahip
oldugunu 6nceden kestirebilmeyi hedeflemistir.
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Abstract

Ayasofya neighborhood was one of the neighborhoods where only Muslims resided. From the census of Hijri
1246 (the year 1830-1831) to the censuses of the following year the male population of the neighborhood
rose from 396 to 436.
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High birth rate of the Ayasofya neighborhood was compansated by the high death rate such that the
population remained mostly stable. While the populations of nonmuslim neighborhoods in Lefkose remained
stable due to a low birth and death rate.

In this study, upon analyzing the names of the Ayasofya neighborhood residents, it was found that
approximately one fifth of the male population was named Mehmed. The nhame Mehmed was followed by
the name Mustafa in popularity. Ahmed, which is another name of Prophet Muhammed, was also a popular
name; however, the name Hiseyin which belonged to the grandson of the Prophet Muhammed was more
popular than Ahmed due to the value given to the special grandson grandfather relationship Hiseyin had
with the Prophet. It was hypothesized that the names of the residents reflected to which Islamic sect they
belonged. Names Ali, Hasan, Hiseyin are used both by Sunni and Shia muslims but Shia use these names
more often.

A total of 53 different occupations were observed in the records of the Ayasofya neighborhood. 180 people
out of 436 had one of these occupations. The most popular occupation was being a spahi (cavalary soldier).
A total of 23 residents were spahis. It was followed by shoemaking which 17 people in the neighborhood did.
Third most popular occupation was being a cloth merchant. These were followed by gholams and farmers.
The other occupations were mostly represented by one or two people.

46 of the residents were recorded as being tuvana. Tuvana means a young male who is of enlistment age.
While there was not an official age bracket for the enlistment age in the records, the young males who were
recorded as being of enlistment age were between the ages of 12 and 18. The variation in the ages is most
likely due to the socio economic status of each family as well as the health and physique of any given young
man.

There were 24 men who were recorded as musin, or too old to serve in the military. By taking population
censuses of neighborhoods, the smallest administrative units, Ottoman Empire aimed to estimate its military
capacities.
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