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Abstract: 

Marine litter is a global problem, negatively impacting wildlife. They are mostly consisting of plastic. 
Litter find in all marine habitats, from surface down to the deep sea where litter degradation is a 
much slower process. In usually, trawlers were used to determine litter abundance on the seafloor. 
Marine litter can break, smother, and otherwise damage important marine habitat, such as reefs, 
marine canyons. Many of these habitats serve as the basis of marine ecosystems and are critical to 
the survival of many other species. However, they host many marine speices and provide nesting 
area.

A total of 74 hauls were carried out seasonally (June 2014 - September 2015) in the northeastern 
Levantine Sea from 20 m to 450 m depth. In additions, we obtained incidentally marine litter by 
using deep-sea longline between 700-900 m depth in the northern Aegean Sea.

A lot of marine litter of the countries on the Mediterranean coast are dragged into the Gulf of 
Iskenderun and its around (the northeastern Levantine Sea), and at the same time the ships coming 
from different countries pumped the bilge water to the Gulf. The pollution problems of the 
Iskenderun Gulf are increasing every year.

Marine litter was present in all stations in the northeastern Levantine Sea. We found it alive on 
almost all the pieces of marine litter. A total of 28 solid waste materials were collected in depth of 
the northern Aegean Sea. Although the marine litters were found great depth, a total of 34 
specimens belong to 12 speices were identified.
This paper presents marine biota on the marine litter obtained during the surveys. For the 
sustainable ecosystem, all effects (negative or positive) caused by marine litters should be known.
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